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Unmanned Satellites On Postage Stamps 


25. The Ariel Series 


This is the twenty-fifth in a series of articles about un-manned satellites on postage stamps. 


This article features the British Aviel-series satellites. Six Ariel satellites were succ 
launched, starting with Arie-1 оп 26 April 1962 
f Ariel satellites, 
of satellites due to the British role in their development. 


There were no launch failure. 








The Ariels were physics and astrophysics 
satellites, with experiments to study the 
ionosphere, galac te radio ne 's,and 
cosmic rays. The satellites had cylindrical 
bodies with differe or caps on one 
end, and were spin stabilized along the 
cylinder axis. Апе and 2 had various arms 
and paddles on the other end of the body: 
in this respect they were a bit like some of 
the early Explorerseries satellites. 

Three of the laterdesign Ariels (Ariel, 

4, and 6) had four large “arms” tached 
diagonally to the spacecraft body. These 
arms looked somewhat like snowshoes with 
tubular frames and in fact contained solar 
panels that looked a bit like webbing. 
Antennas and instruments were sometimes 



























ТАСҮАҚ POS! 


This close-up 
reveals Ihe 
Ariel satellite 
circling the 
globe on this 
Hungarian 
stamp. 
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fully 
, and ending with Ariel-6 on 2 June 1979. 
The Ariel series is also called the UK series 














vo 
attached to these arms. For Ariel the arms 
were ВАРАША to the ѕрасесгай body, 
> ч and the cap on top 
was hemispl al 
; rather than conical. 
1 Ariel-5 was unlike 
> the other Ariels, being 
? alarge cylinder about 
$ Ішіп diameter and 
? length, with no signifi- 
; сап attachments. In 
5 fact, the spacecraft 
=“ looked much like 
Explorer54 and 55, and was indeed 
uncharacteristic of the rest of the Ariel series. 
Most of the postal items for Ariel show 
Ariel-1 or 2, with only a couple of items 
showing Ariel-3. Some of the images show 
a great deal of detail of the sj 
far as the author knows, there are no postal 
items known that show Ariel, Ariel-5, or 
Ariel-6. Ф 























Continued on next page D- 





Below is a checklist of Ariel-series satellite postal items. If readers know of additional information 
or images, please contact the authors using the e-mail addresses at the bottom of this page. 


Checklist of Ariel Series Satellites Postal Items 











Country, Catalog #* Туре of Item Yeor 
Dubai 124 Stamp —— 1970 
Equatorial Guinea ВІА297 In margin of imperforate 551 1978 
ANDES black (MiA1343], silver foil, black printing AM 
Equatorial Guinea BLA297 In margin of imperforate 551 1978 Ariel3/4 
Red (MiA1343), silver foil, red printing 
Equatorial Guinea BLA297 In margin of imperforate SS1 1978  Ariel3/4 
black (MiA1343], gold foil, black printing — 
Equatorial Guinea —— BLA297 In margin of imperforate 551 1978 — Ariel3/4 
Red (MiA1343], gold foil, red printing 
Hungary 1666 Stamp 1965 Ariel 
11566 pe v 
Hungary 2667 Single + Lobel — — М 1980 Ariel-1/2 
Mongolia C33k OneofMS12(C33ol) | 1972 Ariel-2 
Oman State Not listed One of MS8 1974 — Ariell 
Panama 472(Mi993) Stamp RAE 1966 Ariel], Ariel-2 
Panama 472c |8159) In margin of MS2 (472A-47 2B) 1966 ArielI, Ariel-2 
i472c(BL6O) — (changed colors on imperforate) 
Panama 492 472 overprinted in block 1968 — Ariell, Ariel-2 
(MillO5a] | x = = 
Panama 492 var 472 overprinted in gold 1968  Ariell, Ariel-2 
(Mil 105b] 
Panama 4928 In margin of MS2 (472c] 1968 Ariel-I, Ariel-2 
[Bl99a-o/pl] overprinted in black (changed 
(BL99a-0/p2) colors on imperforate} 
14928 (BL100o] In margin of MS2 (472c] 1968 — Ariell, Ariek2 
Panama 492Bvor ^ overprinted in gold (changed 
{BL99b} colors on imperforate) 
1492В vor 
„юы ,„__ 
Рапата C365c One of MS6 (С365а4) + selvedge 1969 Ariel3 
(Mit 139) 
Philippines. BL2 551 1968 Ariel 
Philippines Bl2(o/p) _ SS1(BL2] overprinted "SNV" 19682 Ariel 
Poland 1468 Stamp 1966 — Ariel-2 
Saint Thomas 906 In margin of 551 1989 — Ariel1/2 
апа Prince Islands 
Satellite Beach Local SetC4 (blue) 1964 Ariel 
Florida USA 
Satellite Beach local Set-C4 (blue) overprinted in gold 1965 Ariel] 
Florida USA _ pua. `: 
Tonga Not listed Опе of essay strip of 3 1983 Ariel-1/2 
Umm Al Giwain Міві Stamp 1966  Adekl/2 — 
Umm Al Giwain Mi92 МІНІ overprinted new currency 1967 Апеһ1/2 
Yugoslavia 1045 Stamp 1971 Ariel] 








"Scott catolog number, unless prefixed with Mi or BL for Michel; 71” prefix denotes imperforate version. 
SS# souvenir sheet, MS# miniature shee! # is number of stomps in sheet; numbers іп porentheses are catalog numbers of the stompls] 


Readers are referred to the authors’ website for checklists and images of Ariel satellites as well as launch covers 


and postal items featuring these satellites at: www.ciro.colostate edu/romm/hillger/Eole.htm Email correspondence 
is welcome. Don Hillger can be reached at hillger@ cira.colostate.edu ond Garry Toth ot gorry_toth@holmail,com 


ae У) Vol.52 #296 -JAN/FEB 2007 


MONGOLIA 0 
МОНГОЛ ШУУДАН өтүн. 


А 
РАМАМА 


ҮҮ D ЖЕ. 
SATELLITE BEACH LOCAL POST 


CI ead 
| MM -AC aiwa UP MR b jj 
Vol.52 #296 JAN/FEB 2007 > a TTD 





